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A Laboratory Manual for Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy. 

By Libbie H. Hyman, Ph.D,, Department of Zoology, University 

of Chicago. Pp. 380; 69 illustrations.' Chicago: The.Univer- 

sity of Chicago Press, 1922. 

This is a companion volume to the laboratory manual for 
elementary zoology previously reviewed in this' journal (1920, 
169, 133). The course in comparative anatomy is very important 
to students preparing for medicine, and this manual gives directions 
whicli will serve as a standard. In the student’s Career in anatomy 
there is usually a gap between his pre-medical and his medical 
work, so that he does not carry over into the medical school the 
knowledge he has acquired in his college courses. And conse¬ 
quently; while he has a great deal of information, he is not able to 
make proper use of it. A contributing factor to this state of affairs 
is that while the human anatomist and the comparative anatomist 
may be experts, each in his own field, they are not usually masters 
of both branches. In consequence, the teacher of one branch 
makes but casual reference to the other field. Such a book as 
this, if carefully followed and studied, will clarify the student’s 
vision and help to guide him through the intricacies: of human 
anatomy. The subject is treated on the comparative plan: One 
system at a time is studied in a series of animals, such as a fish, 
amphibian, reptile and mammal. In all, seven systems or groups 
of organs are considered, in addition to the external features. Of 
these, the circulatory system and the endoskeleton are described 
at the greatest'length. The descriptions have been written from 
the specimens while the dissections were being made, and show 
the greatest attention to detail. A short account of the develop¬ 
ment and evolution of each system is included with its description, 
and constitutes a useful feature of the book. W. II. F. A. 


Obstetrical Nursing. By Carolyn Conant Van Blarcom, 
R.N., formerly, Assistant Superintendent and Instructor in 
Obstetrical Nursing, Johns Hopkins Hospital Training School 
for Nurses. Pp. 546; . 208 illustrations. New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1922. 

In; contradistinction to the average text-book on obstetrical 
nursing, .which' so often describes only the personal ideas of the 
author and the technic:of his particular maternity hospital in a 
rather narrow manner, the volume at hand by Miss Van Blarcom 
is offered after an .extensive survey and studyiof the methods and 
measures used in various maternity. ; centers. There' Is gained 
thereby .for the text a wider outlook and a broader scope than , is 
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usually found. The principles of obstetrical nursing are presented 
in a pleasing and comprehensive manner.: The addition of the 
forms, rules: and directions for care of: obstetric patients used by 
several public health associations should enhance the value of the 
book to the community nurse or visiting nursing aide. 

-■The illustrations are excellent; many: are from well-executed 
photographs and supplement the text' in a graphic manner. The 
chapter on nutrition of . the mother and baby is an . innovation in 
such a book. The scientific side of the question seems to have 
been too greatly stressed for the average nurse. P. F. W. 


Tiie Practice of Medicine in the Tropics. Edited by W. 
Byam, O.B.E., Lecturer on Tropical Medicine at St. George’s 
Hospital Medical School and It. G. Archibald, D.S.O., Director 
Welcome Tropical Research Laboratories, Sudan Government’ 
Gordon College, Khartoum. Volume I. Pp. 856 ; 334 illus¬ 
trations. London: Henry Frowde, ITodder & Stoughton, 1921. 

The first volume of a very portentous reference text-book 
contains almost entirely what might be called the preliminary 
phases of tropical medicine; that is to say, it is composed of sections 
on hygiene and minor sanitation, on nursing in the tropics, on 
entomology, on laboratory methods, on snakes and snake poison¬ 
ing, and on toxicology. All these various sections are most com¬ 
plete and well presented. The section on sanitation, for example, 
contains nearly two hundred pages; it seems to be very well 
executed. The section on laboratory methods is also carefully 
compiled: One portion of it, on transfusion of blood, is a copy of 
the method used in the American army during the war and pub¬ 
lished by the American Red Cross in France. If the subsequent 
volumes of this work are as carefully gotten up as the first volume, 
then, to the English-speaking profession, there has been presented 
a notable work and one wliich will offer to the physician practising 
in the tropics or subtropics a treatise on the diseases indigenous 
to those climates which will be unsurpassed in the English Language. 

J.H.M.,Jr. 


A Treatise on Glaucoma. By Robert Henry Elliott, M.D., 
B.S., Sc.D., F.R.S.C., late Superintendent of the Government 
Ophthalmic Hospital, Madras; Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Sea¬ 
men’s Hospital Society. Second edition. Pp. 650; 213 illus¬ 
trations. London: Henry Frowde, Ilodder & Stoughton, 1922. 

The early chapters of this book are devoted to the subject of 
the secretion of the intraocular fluid and its excretion from the 




